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June 8, 2026 

 
The Honorable Ash Kalra, Chair 

Assembly Judiciary Committee 
1021 O Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

 
RE: SB 934 (Wiener) Sexual orientation or gender identity change efforts - Letter of Concern 

 
Dear Chair Kalra and Honorable Members of the Assembly Judiciary Committee, 

 
The California Catholic Conference would like to express a letter of concern on SB 934 (as 

amended 6/2/2026). This bill extends the statute of limitations for civil malpractice claims for 
sexual orientation and gender identity change efforts to 22 years after a minor turns 18, and 10 
years for adults, and revives previously expired claims. We are concerned that the bill in its current 

form reduces access to care and chills constitutionally protected therapeutic speech. We encourage 
the legislature to consider how this bill will impact mental health professionals’ capacity to continue 

serving clients through identity-based, non-directive, faith-based conversations. 
 

We affirm that every person is made in the image and likeness of God and beloved by him with 
profound dignity, no matter their sexual orientation or gender identity. We do not support 

conversion therapy that coercively seeks to change a person’s sexual orientation, and we share the 
Legislature’s commitment to protecting vulnerable Californians from harmful and coercive practices. 
 

Faith-based therapists listen to the client and follow their stated goals, fostering identity exploration 
and development without imposing a specific outcome or direction. They help clients find congruence 

among their identities, behaviors, beliefs, and values. Therapy often involves the attainment of 
coping skills, establishment of social support, and setting healthy, realistic, and faith-congruent goals 

that are not defined by specific sexuality or gender outcomes. With parents, therapy often involves 
improving social support, repairing hurt, buffering against peer rejection, and articulating 

boundaries and concerns. A critical aspect is helping parents accept the reality of their child’s 
experience, to love and accept their child while also having different perspectives on appropriate 
pathways, and to understand that unconditional love does not hinge on a change in any direction.  

 
These approaches are respectful of clients’ and clinicians’ religious beliefs yet may be chilled by 

the threat of litigation. The threat of a lawsuit could prevent mental health professionals from 
discussing critical aspects of gender with clients, even when such discussions are within the bounds 

of the law. Such a chilling effect can similarly be seen in states where abortion is legal in limited 
circumstances, such as the life of the mother, and yet hospitals and physicians choose not to act for 

fear of legal repercussions.  
 
In March of this year, the US Supreme Court ruled 8-1 in Chiles v. Salazar that talk therapy between 

a licensed counselor and a willing client constitutes protected speech under the First Amendment, 
subject to strict scrutiny review. In her concurrence, Justice Kagan argued that these laws should be  
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“content based but viewpoint neutral.” Within that framework, our concerns with this bill center on 
ensuring that mental health professionals can share their understanding of Catholic teaching on 
human sexuality with clients who actively seek that understanding.  

 
We share Senator Wiener’s concern for the safety and dignity of LGBTQ+ Californians and raise 

these concerns to encourage support for vulnerable communities and to provide quality healthcare 
and support for families.  

  
For these reasons, as the official public policy voice for the Catholic Church of California, we are 

not taking a position on this bill but are sharing our concerns on SB 934.  Should you have any 
questions, please contact Molly Sheahan, Associate Director for Healthy Families, at (916) 491-
0576 or msheahan@cacatholic.org.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Kathleen Buckley Domingo 
Executive Director 
 
KBD:MS:mip 
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