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Conference

June 24, 2026

The Honorable Darshana Patel, Chair
Assembly Education Committee

1021 O Street, Room 1100
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1067 (Weber Pierson) Pupil instruction: mathematics instruction - SUPPORT
Dear Chair Patel and Honorable Members of the Assembly Education Committee,

On behalf of the California Catholic Conference, which represents 12 million Catholics and more than 600 Catholic schools serving
approximately 200,000 students throughout California, we respectfully write in support of SB 1067 (Weber Pierson), as amended on
6/22/26.

SB 1067 builds on California's recent efforts, supported by the CCC, to strengthen early literacy screening by establishing a framework
to identify and support young students who may be experiencing challenges in mathematics. The bill directs the State Board of
Education and the California Department of Education to develop criteria and guidance for evidence-based, developmentally
appropriate mathematics diagnostic assessments for students in kindergarten through second grade.

Early identification is critical to ensuring that students receive the support they need before learning gaps widen. Just as California has
recognized the importance of early literacy screening, this bill acknowledges that foundational mathematics skills developed in the
primary grades are essential to long-term academic success. Identifying student learning needs early allows educators and families to
intervene promptly and provide targeted support.

The California Catholic Conference supports educational policies that help every child reach his or her God-given potential.
Assessments, when used appropriately, can provide valuable information to teachers and families regarding student progress and
areas where additional support may be needed. SB 1067 takes a thoughtful approach by emphasizing evidence-based diagnostic
tools that are developmentally appropriate for California's diverse student population.

We are also encouraged that the bill recognizes the need to provide schools with a range of approved assessment options. This
flexibility allows local educational agencies to select tools that best meet their students’ needs while promoting consistency and quality
across the state.

By focusing on early identification and intervention, SB 1067 supports stronger educational outcomes and helps ensure that students
develop the foundational mathematical knowledge necessary for future success in school, college, career, and civic life.

For these reasons, as the official public policy voice of the Catholic Church in California, we urge you to vote “AYE” on SB 1067. Should
you have any questions regarding our position, please do not hesitate to contact Samara Palko, Director of Education, at (916) 477-
0631 or spalko@cacatholic.org.
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