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Venerable Vittorio and
Rosalia Trancanelli

Born in 1946 in Perugia, Italy, Vittorio Trancanelli was a devoted surgeon
known as “the saint of the operating room.” He offered medical care
regardless of patients' ability to pay and showed deep empathy, particularly
for children and those with disabilities. Married to Rosalia in 1964, they had
two biological and seven adopted children, many with severe disabilities.

They also welcomed women and children in need into their home as a refuge.
Despite suffering from peritonitis, Vittorio continued to serve others
selflessly. He embodied sacrificial love, both in his medical career and family
life, often reflecting “It is true that welcoming is not always easy, sometimes it
is tiring, but the Lord tells us: ‘If |, the Lord and the Master, have washed your
feet, then you too must wash each other’s feet.”

Reflection questions for couples:
* Who are people in your life who exhibited empathy? What did you learn from them that
has helped you?
* Think of a time when both of you made a sacrifice out of love, or served the other. How
did that help your relationship grow?

Reflection questions for parents and children:
* Vittorio was sick for many years, yet he used his own pain to have empathy for others in
need
including his family. How do you think he was able to do that?
* What does Vittorio mean when he says we should imitate Jesus in washing one another’s
feet?
e Can you think of a time when someone in your family made a sacrifice to help out?
* What was it? How did that make you feel?
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Venerable Vittorioy
Rosalia Trancanelli

Nacido en 1946 en Perugia (ltalia), Vittorio Trancanelli fue un devoto
cirujano conocido como “el santo del quirofano”. Ofrecia atencion medica
independientemente de la capacidad de pago de los pacientes y mostraba
una profunda empatia, en particular por los nifos y las personas con
discapacidad. Contrajo matrimonio con Rosalia en 1964, tuvieron dos hijos
biologicos y siete adoptados, muchos de ellos con graves discapacidades.

Tambiéen acogian en su casa, como refugio, a mujeres y ninos necesitados.
A pesar de padecer peritonitis, Vittorio siguio sirviendo a los demas
desinteresadamente. Encarnaba el amor sacrificado, tanto en su carrera
medica como en su vida familiar, y a menudo reflexionaba: “Es cierto que
acoger no siempre es facil, a veces es fatigoso, pero el Sefor nos dice: ‘Si
yo, el Senor y el Maestro, les he lavado los pies, tambien ustedes deben
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lavarse los pies los unos a los otros’™.

Preguntas de reflexion para parejas:
* ;Quiénes son las personas en sus vidas que mostraron empatia? ;Qué aprendieron de
ellas que les haya ayudado?
* Piensen en alguna ocasién en la que ambos hayan hecho un sacrificio por amor o
hayan servido
al otro. (Cémo ayudé eso a que su relacién creciera?

Preguntas de reflexién para padres de familia y sus hijos:
* Vittorio estuvo enfermo durante muchos afios, pero utilizé su propio dolor para sentir
empatia por otros necesitados, incluida su familia. (Cémo creen que pudo lograrlo?
e ;Qué quiere decir Vittorio cuando dice que debemos imitar a Jesus lavando los pies
unos a otros?
e ;/Se les ocurre alguna ocasién en la que alguien de su familia haya hecho un sacrificio
para ayudar? ;En qué consistié? ;Cémo les hizo sentir? LT
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