
 
 

 

The California Bishops Oppose Prop 20 
and its Promise to Roll Back Historic 

Criminal Justice Reforms 

The California Catholic Conference of Bishops 
opposes Proposition 20 on the grounds that it threatens 
to overturn the important criminal justice reforms 
advanced by Propositions 47 and 57. These historic 
laws established California as a leader in the 
movement to reform a broken, racially biased, 
disproportionately punitive and cost-prohibitive 
system through the application of restorative justice 
principles and practices. 

As Catholics, we are compelled to confront two of the 
greatest sins of our times: institutionalized racism and 
mass incarceration. Both are inherently harmful to 
human dignity and do not recognize the oneness of 
humanity that demands restoration of relationship as a 
basis for a just society. 

In keeping with Catholic social teaching, Pope Francis 
has instructed that, “the Church recommends a justice 
that is humanizing, genuinely reconciling, a justice 
that leads the offenders, through an educational way 
and through inspiring penance, to complete their 
rehabilitation and reintegration into the community.” 

Recent reforms supported by the Bishops and by the 
voters of California have shaped a more restorative, 
rehabilitative system; one that has reduced the prison 
population while keeping crime rates at historical 
lows. The savings yielded by these reforms have been 

 

California Bishops Oppose Prop 14's Use 
of State Bonds to Pay for Embryonic Stem 

Cell Research 

The California Catholic Conference of Bishops is 
opposed to Proposition 14 on the November 2020 
ballot.  The measure asks California taxpayers to 
provide an additional $5.5 billion dollars for the 
California Institute of Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) 
so it can continue funding research using human 
embryos. 

The Church “appreciates and encourages the progress 
of the biomedical sciences which open up 
unprecedented therapeutic prospects” said Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI but it also respects and values 
every human life. 

“Advancements in biological and medical science 
have and will continue to alleviate suffering but doing 
so at the expense of another human life is an affront to 
the dignity of the person,” said Bishop Robert 
McElroy, Bishop of San Diego and President of the 
California Catholic Conference of Bishops. 

Voters approved CIRM funding in 2004 after a 
political campaign promising cures for many diseases 
and generous reimbursements from patents based on 
CIRM-sponsored research.  Needless to say, neither of 
those promises has even been remotely fulfilled 
despite $3 billion of funding from California taxpayers 
over the intervening 16 years. 
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more judiciously allocated to provide youth education 
and drug treatment programs that help to prevent 
crime in the first place. While there is certainly more 
work to be done to ensure that all Californians 
experience true and equitable justice within our 
correctional justice system, we are grateful for the 
efforts of so many groups, individuals and faith 
communities that have begun the transformation. 

Continue Reading  
(www.cacatholic.org/oppose-prop20) 

A laudable goal, such as treatments and cures for 
diseases and debilitative conditions, can never be 
justified through the taking of innocent human life 
especially when alternatives are available.  Research 
using other cell types, such as those derived from adult 
stem cells, is not only acceptable from a moral and 
ethical point of view but is already resulting in 
effective treatments for dozen of conditions ranging 
from brain and breast cancer to juvenile diabetes to 
Parkinson’s disease to strokes. 

Continue Reading 
(www.cacatholic.org/oppose-prop14)  

 
Californians Face Complicated Ballot Questions 

California voters will be asked to vote on 12 statewide propositions on the ballot this year. The California 
Catholic Conference has published materials to help you develop an informed conscience and navigate the 
complex and confusing choices. 

Visit our website to find descriptions of each proposition with clear background, non-partisan analysis, and a 
sampling of the principles of Catholic social teaching to help us in that discernment. 

In addition, you will find guidelines for political activity and policy materials, which come with strict guidelines 
in California. 

Be sure to share this with family and friends to help them become informed before voting in this year's 
election. 

2020 General Election Propositions Analysis 
(www.cacatholic.org/2020-propositions) 

Guidelines for Political Activity 

Policy on Political Materials 

 

 

Visit www.cacatholic.org for more information. 
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